
Constitution into one that would aid their own class interests or aspirations. It will be pertinent to note here that the 296 members (this was the strength excluding the representation from the Indian states in July 1946) of the Constituent Assembly were categorized as follows: The Congress members included two broad categories, such as, the Congressmen and the Congress nominees other than Congressmen; and in each of these, they were classified as General and Muslims. The Muslim League members, similarly, were classified as General and Muslims, and apart from the Krishak Praja Party that had sent a number of its representatives from the Bengal Province, the Assembly also consisted of a lone member, each classified as communist, and the Scheduled Castes Federation and two members representing the backward tribes. Three members of the Assembly were described as representing the landlords and two members representing commerce and industry.13
The turn of events between the elections in July 1946 and June 1947, leading up to the partition, meant that the Muslim League did not join the Constituent Assembly. This rendered the Constituent Assembly into a body constituted predominantly by the INC. It is, however, important to note here that the INC was determined to make the Assembly a national body notwithstanding that its members were elected as its own candidates. This conscious decision, even at the time of the elections, led to a number of persons who were not members of the INC ending up in the Constituent Assembly elected on its behalf.¹4
13 For a detailed chart of such denominational/class basis of the representatives from each province, see Rao, The framing of India's Constitution: Select documents (Vol. 1), pp. 287-294.
The Working Committee of the INC ensured the election of at least a dozen men of eminence who were not its members. Among them were Dr B. R. Ambedkar, A. K. Ayyar, H. N. Kunzru, M. R. Jayakar, K. M. Munshi, Sachidananda Sinha, and K. Santhanam. It may be noted that all those played an active role in the Assembly, as well as in the various committees. The Fundamental Rights Subcommittee, for instance, included Ambedkar, Munshi, and Ayyar. It is also known that Ambedkar was elected the Chairman of the Drafting Committee.